School.? Paris, 1840. Medicine is both a science and an art, a collection of principles on the one hand, and of practical applications of those principles to individual cases on the other; as a science most imperfect, as an art most difficult.
Originally medicine, like almost every other branch of human knowledge, was a mere art; that is to say, it possessed no rules, but those who practised it did in one case that which they had seen or known to be useful in an individual case which resembled it. Medicine ceased to be an art, and began to wear the form of a science, when principles took the place of facts; in other words, when men began to collect, arrange, and analyze individual and like instances, and to express that which was common to them all in the form of propositions or aphorisms, which might serve for instruction to the student and guides to the practitioner. In In a certain general sense of the term, the science of medicine may be said to consist of an assemblage of auxiliary sciences bearing either directly or remotely on the knowledge and cure of diseases, of those sciences which the student of medicine is required to know before he can commence the practice of his profession. The following scheme presents these sciences at one view, and enables us to explain the meaning which we propose to attach to the term science of medicine.
1. Anatomy (descriptive and structural), comparative anatomy, chemistry into a science; it is this which lends it its chief attraction as a study; it is this which gives precision to all its practical operations.
In the case of chemistry, as in that of astronomy, the instruments which are employed are not, and cannot be, perfect; and sources of error may mingle with the most careful analysis; hence, as the astronomer multiplies his observations, so does the chemist his experiments, and both alike adopt the numerical method as a means of ensuring the accuracy which they prize so highly. The chemist owes all the power which he gains over matter, and all the knowledge which he accumulates concerning it, to his entire command of the things upon which, and the instruments with which he operates: the one are passive in his hands, the other obedient to his will. The perfection of his science springs from calculation, the certainty of his art from the power which he has of making the matter he employs identical with that of which he has already ascertained the properties. The element which he has once procured in its purity by his analysis, he can use in the same purity in his synthesis. 1048, 1047, 1047, 1049, 1046, 1047, 1043, 1043, and 1034 boys.* Taking the first eight of these years (for it seems not improbable that the last may be a misprint for 1043) the difference between the highest and the lowest number is less than 6 in 1000, a difference so small as safely to be disregarded in a general result.
Assuming For the benefit of such of our medical brethren as are conversant with the mathematics,we subjoin the formula by means of which the limits of error are obtained.
If m represent the number of times that one of two events (call it A) has happened, n the number of times that another event B has happened, and ju the total number of observations collected, so that m + n = n; then the number which expresses the observed frequency of the event A, is not the true number, but merely an approximation to it more or less close as the number of observations is greater or less. 
